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BOB O’SULLIVAN — WESTERN AUSTRALIA POLICE 
Statement by Member for Joondalup 

MR J. NORBERGER (Joondalup) [12.58 pm]: Today I would like to publicly acknowledge an outstanding 
member of the Joondalup community, Mr Bob O’Sullivan. Bob is an exemplary member of the community and 
has recently retired from the WA Police force after serving nearly 40 years, officially retiring on Thursday, 
27 February 2014. Bob’s dream to be a policeman started at an early age but got off to a shaky start. After being 
rejected at the age of 21 for being a quarter of an inch too short, he was eventually successful nine years later, 
and joined the force on 8 April 1974. Bob’s dedicated service took him to Halls Creek, Alice Springs, Margaret 
River, Wyndham, Broome and the Perth metropolitan area where he worked in a number of roles, such as 
constable, first class constable, traffic constable, detective senior constable, uniformed sergeant and reserve 
sergeant. He has had extensive involvement in education and has lectured in schools, businesses and in the area 
of alcohol and drug education. He has been an important part of school-based policing and Aboriginal affairs and 
has done considerable work for safety for seniors, Blue Light discos, Neighbourhood Watch and multicultural 
reference groups. Bob is a firm believer in early intervention. After spending a week conducting a field study 
with the Tangentyere Night Patrol, Bob spearheaded the establishment of the Kullari Patrol, which was the first 
initiative of its kind in Western Australia and which since its inception has increased to 20 patrols. Bob was 
instrumental in the inception of the first Blue Light disco for Aboriginal communities in the Dampier Peninsula 
and active in growing the awareness of Neighbourhood Watch and safety for seniors. Bob co-managed the 
implementation of strategies such as anti-theft screws on licence plates and a case study of MicroDOT Australia, 
which will be released in a white paper in the coming weeks. During his years of service, Bob was awarded the 
National Police Service Medal, the National Medal for Service, the Western Australian Police Medal and, more 
recently, the Human Spirit Award. Bob recently celebrated his seventieth birthday with his wife Pamela, three 
children, six grandchildren and other family and friends. 
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